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"SILENT" HEART ATTACKS COMMON Heart attacks o f t e n s t r i k e w i thout v i c t i m s 
AND SERIOUS PROBLEM, STUDY SAYS or t h e i r physicians r e a l i z i n g i t , a recent 
BUSM study showed. A 30-year followup o f 
5,127 subjects i n the Boston University-Framingham Heart Study showed t h a t of 
the 708 myocardial i n f a r c t i o n s , more than 25 percent went undetected u n t i l a 
pe r i o d i c ECG. Almost h a l f o f these i n f a r c t i o n s occurred w i t h o u t symptom. The 
r e s t were designated a t y p i c a l , as the p a t i e n t complaints resembled other 
problems, such as a peptic u l c e r or hi a t u s hernia. 
W i l l i a m B. Kannel, M.D., a BUSM professor o f medicine and c h i e f o f the 
Section o f Preventive Medicine and Epidemiology at UH, and Robert D. Abbott, 
Ph.D., a biometrics researcher f o r the National Heart, Lung and Blood 
I n s t i t u t e , reported on the r e s u l t s i n the Nov. 1 issue o f the New England 
Journal o f Medicine. The subjects o f the study were between age 30 and 62, 
and entered the study f r e e o f coronary heart disease. They were given 
cardiovascular examinations every two years. 
The incidence o f myocardial i n f a r c t i o n rose r a p i d l y i n men and women over 
the age o f 45 and 55, r e s p e c t i v e l y . Women and older men had more unrecognized 
i n f a r c t i o n s . Both men and women wi t h o u t p r i o r angina were at greater r i s k of 
having an unrecognized a t t a c k . Men s u r v i v i n g recognized i n f a r c t i o n s were more 
1 i k e l y t o develop angina. 
Second myocardial i n f a r c t i o n s occurred at a 2- t o 3-percent annual r a t e , 
and were g e n e r a l l y more symptomatic. The r i s k o f a second i n f a r c t i o n 
f o l l o w i n g a recognized attack was greater, e s p e c i a l l y f o r women. The average 
annual m o r t a l i t y r a t e was 4 t o 5 percent among s u r v i v o r s o f myocardial 
i n f a r c t i o n , w i t h unrecognized i n f a r c t i o n s proving t o be as dangerous as those 
t h a t were recognized. The period immediately f o l l o w i n g an attack was found t o 
be e s p e c i a l l y dangerous. A f t e r 10 years, 45 percent o f those wi t h 
unrecognized i n f a r c t i o n s had died versus 39 percent w i t h recognized a t t a c k s . 
SANDSON HONORED ON HIS 10th The Boston C i t y Council c a l l e d John I . 
ANNIVERSARY AS DEAN OF BUSM Sandson, M.D., "the 'Dean' o f medical 
school a d m i n i s t r a t o r s i n New England" i n a 
proclamation read during a special r eception c e l e b r a t i n g Sandson's 10th 
anniversary as Dean o f BUSM, held Nov. 7 i n Hiebert Lounge at the School. 
Approximately 1,000 BUSM f a c u l t y , s t a f f , alumni and others gathered t o 
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honor Sandson at the r e c e p t i o n , which was sponsored by the BUSM Alumni 
Association. C i t y Councilor James L. K e l l y read the proclamation adopted by 
the Boston C i t y Council, commending Sandson f o r his "commitment t o 
excellence." Sandson was c i t e d f o r h i s commitment t o making medical education 
accessible t o a l l through a " n a t i o n a l l y acclaimed student r e v o l v i n g loan 
fund," and the c i t a t i o n s t a t e d he "has i n s t i t u t e d more pathways t o an M.D. 
degree at Boston U n i v e r s i t y School o f Medicine than e x i s t a t any other medical 
school i n the n a t i o n . " 
The Council also praised Sandson f o r more than doubling the amount o f 
research done at BUSM i n the past 10 years, and f o r h i s " i n t e g r a l " r o l e i n 
promoting successful r e l a t i o n s h i p s between BUSM and the Department o f Health 
and Hospitals and other h o s p i t a l s , p a r t i c u l a r l y Boston C i t y H o s p i t a l . He also 
was c i t e d f o r encouraging the growth of neighborhood health centers i n Boston. 
BUSM ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF Jose M. Segarra, M.D., an associate professor 
NEUROLOGY DIES IN OCTOBER o f neurology (neuropathology) a t BUSM and 
a former c h i e f o f neuropathology at Boston 
Veterans A d m i n i s t r a t i o n Medical Center, died Oct. 23 a f t e r a long i l l n e s s . 
Segarra, who was 61, had been on the BUSM f a c u l t y since 1965. He also was 
on the f a c u l t y a t Tufts U n i v e r s i t y School o f Medicine and on the s t a f f o f the 
G e r i a t r i c Research Education and C l i n i c a l Center at Veterans A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
Medical Center i n Bedford, Mass. 
Segarra earned h i s M.D. from the U n i v e r s i t y o f Barcelona Medical School i n 
Spain i n 1946, and emigrated t o the United States i n 1953. His professional 
memberships included the American Association o f Neuropathologists, the 
Massachusetts Medical Society and the American Board o f Pathology 
(Neuropathology). He was involved i n a VA research p r o j e c t studying b r a i n 
cancer and psychotropic drugs. 
Segarra i s survived by h i s w i f e , Thelma I . (Donahue) o f Watertown; 
daughters Ann Marie Segarra o f Watertown, Mary Jane Segarra o f Lowell, C. 
Elizabeth Segarra o f Roslindale, and Irene 0. Segarra o f Provincetown; and two 
sons. A i r Force Capt. Jay T. Segarra, M.D., of Pl a t t s b u r g h , N.Y., and Army 
Reserve Pvt. W i l l i a m P. Segarra o f San Francisco. 
WHITAKER HEALTH SCIENCES Young f a c u l t y o f BUSM and i t s teaching 
FUND GRANTS TO BUSM h o s p i t a l s , who are c o l l a b o r a t i n g on a 
biomedical research p r o j e c t w i t h a member o f 
the MIT f a c u l t y , may apply f o r a j o i n t research g r a n t . Six Whitaker Health 
Sciences Fund grants f o r such research p r o j e c t s w i l l be awarded f o r about 
$36,000 (excluding overhead) f o r a one-year period beginning J u l y 1, 1985. 
These grants are intended f o r s t a r t - u p research, and may not be renewed. 
Co l l a b o r a t i n g BUSM-MIT f a c u l t y should submit four copies o f a research 
proposal (maximum o f two pages) and a cu r r i c u l u m v i t a e o f both i n v e s t i g a t o r s 
t o the BUSM or h o s p i t a l department head by Jan. 14. Each department should 
forward i t s most outstanding a p p l i c a t i o n w i t h departmental endorsement t o the 
Sandson Committee by Feb. 4. The committee w i l l forward the most outstanding 
a p p l i c a t i o n s t o the Fund by March 1. Awards w i l l be announced A p r i l 1. For 
more d e t a i l s , c a l l the Fund a t 253-7878. 
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BUSM ALUMNUS RECEIVES MERCK The School o f Medicine i s the i n s t i t u t i o n 
SHARP & DOHME RESEARCH AWARD o f choice t o receive a $50,000 grant from 
the Merck Sharp & Dohme Research Laboratories 
o f West P o i n t , Pa. I t i s part o f an award r e c e n t l y given t o a d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
BUSM alumnus, Clement A. Stone, Ph.D., who i s senior v i c e - p r e s i d e n t o f 
b i o l o g i c a l research f o r t h a t f i r m . 
The S c i e n t i f i c Award, l a s t presented by the company i n 1977, recognizes 
outstanding research s c i e n t i s t s . The r e c i p i e n t i s allowed t o choose an 
educational i n s t i t u t i o n t o receive the accompanying grant i n h i s or her name. 
The School w i l l use the grant f o r a r e v o l v i n g loan fund f o r graduate 
students i n the D i v i s i o n o f Medical and Dental Sciences. Stone said he 
selected BUSM as the r e c i p i e n t o f the funds i n honor o f a former teacher who 
influenced h i s career. Earl R. Loew, Ph.D., a BUSM professor emeritus and 
chairman o f the Department o f Physiology from 1948 t o 1972. 
BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING GRANTS The Whitaker Foundation i s accepting a p p l i -
AVAILABLE THROUGH WHITAKER FDN. cations from BUSM f a c u l t y f o r support of 
medical research p r o j e c t s i n v o l v i n g 
i n n o v a t i v e use o f engineering techniques or p r i n c i p l e s . The maximum 
i n d i v i d u a l grant a v a i l a b l e i s $50,000 a year f o r three years. For funds 
a v a i l a b l e J u l y 1 , the deadline f o r p r e l i m i n a r y proposals t o the Foundation i s 
Feb. 1. These a p p l i c a t i o n s can be sent d i r e c t l y t o the Whitaker Foundation, 
875 Poplar Church Road, Camp H i l l , PA 17011-2285. This grant program i s 
d i f f e r e n t from the c o l l a b o r a t i v e BUSM-MIT f a c u l t y grant program funded by the 
Whitaker Health Sciences Fund. 
DEAN SANDSON HOLDS RECEPTION Approximately 100 f a c u l t y members were 
FOR NEW BUSM FACULTY MEMBERS among those who attended Dean Sandson's 
reception f o r new BUSM f a c u l t y members, held 
Dec. 5 i n Hiebert Lounge a t the School. "The a b i l i t y t o a t t r a c t high 
q u a l i t y , committed f a c u l t y t o our School has been our greatest s t r e n g t h , " Dean 
Sandson said i n h i s remarks a t the event. A p i a n i s t provided music f o r the 
occasion, which was coordinated by Casey Coburn, d i r e c t o r of the O f f i c e o f 
Media Relations f o r BUSM. 
PARTIAL PREPLACEMENT PROJECT The former Parking Lot A was the s i t e o f a 
GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONY HELD Nov. 13 groundbreaking ceremony f o r the new 
Un i v e r s i t y Hospital Core P a v i l i o n and Main 
Entrance Plaza, UH's P a r t i a l Replacement P r o j e c t , t o be completed i n 1987. 
Dean Sandson was among those who turned over the f i r s t spadefuls o f s o i l i n 
the ceremony. Hospital President J. Scott Abercrombie J r . , M.D., said the 
cermony marked "a r e d - l e t t e r day i n the 130-year h i s t o r y o f our H o s p i t a l . " 
ACS RESEARCH GRANTS The Humphrey Center a t BUSM has been awarded 
AVAILABLE THROUGH HHH CENTER an i n s t i t u t i o n a l grant from the National Chap-
t e r o f the American Cancer Society t o 
encourage young i n v e s t i g a t o r s t o c a r r y out cancer-related research. The grant 
i s t o serve as "seed" money t o permit i n i t i a t i o n o f promising new p r o j e c t s . 
The awards w i l l vary according t o the needs o f the i n v e s t i g a t o r and should not 
exceed $5,000. P r i o r i t y i n a l l o c a t i o n s w i l l be made t o those who have not 
-more-
received p r i o r grant support. A p p l i c a t i o n s are a v a i l a b l e a t the Cancer Center 
o f f i c e , K-701, (x6075). The deadline i s Feb. 15. 
BROITMAN, VITALE TO DISCUSS Selwyn A. Broitman, Ph.D., a BUSM professor 
CONTROVERSIES IN NUTRITION of microbiology, and Joseph J. V i t a l e , Ph.D., 
D.Sc, a BUSM professor o f pathology and 
d i r e c t o r o f the n u t r i t i o n education program, w i l l l e c t u r e on "Controversies i n 
N u t r i t i o n and Cancer," Tuesday, Jan. 8, i n the Countway L i b r a r y o f Medicine, 
Boston. The l e c t u r e i s part o f a series sponsored annually by the Boston 
Cancer Research Association. The BUSM Department of Continuing Medical 
Education w i l l grant Category 1 c r e d i t s f o r attending the l e c t u r e . For more 
i n f o r m a t i o n , contact Herbert Kupchik, Ph.D., at x5961. 
CME PROGRAM FEATURES The n i n t h annual Continuing Medical Education 
DEPT. OF MEDICINE FACULTY course i n "Controversies i n I n t e r n a l 
Medicine," sponsored by the Department o f 
Medicine, w i l l be held Jan. 27 t o Feb. 1 a t the S t r a t t o n Mountain Inn i n 
St r a t t o n Mountain, Vt. Robert M. Levin, M.D., an associate professor o f 
medicine, w i l l be the course d i r e c t o r . 
NEWS & NOTES i s a monthly p u b l i c a t i o n o f the O f f i c e of Informational 
Services. I f you have news o f i n t e r e s t t o the BUSM community, c a l l Marge 
Dwyer, managing e d i t o r , x5606 (247-5606), or w r i t e t o her at the O f f i c e o f 
Informational Services, DOB-600 (720 Harrison Ave., Boston, MA 02118). 
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